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BRITISH POSSESSIONS. 








LOWER CANADA. 
SITUATION, BOUNDARIES, AND DIVISIONS. 


Lowen Camanva lies between 45° and 52°N, lat, 
and between 64° and 82° W. long. It is bounded 
north by the territory of the Hudson’s bay company, 
or East Maine ; east by the gulf of St. Lawrence, and 
part of the Labrador coast; south by New Bruns- 
wick and the United States; and west by Upper 
Canada, from which it is separated principally by 
the Uttawas and Abbitibbee rivers. It is divided into 
the districts of Montreal, Three Rivers, Quebec, and 
Gaspe, which were subdivided, by a proclamation of 
the government in 1792, into the following 21 coun- 
ties, viz. Bedford, Buckingham, Cornwallis, Devon, 
Dorchester, Effingham, Gaspe, Hampshire, Hertford, 
Huntingdon, Kent, Leinster, Montreal, St. Maurice, 
Northumberland, Orleans, Quebec, Richlieu, Surrey, 
Warwick, and York. The minor divisions are, 1st. 
the seignories, or the original grants of the French 
government under the feudal system, which are 
again partitioned out into parishes. 2dly, the town- 
ships or grants of land made by the English govern- 
ment since the year 1796, in free and common soc- 
cage. 


RIVERS. 


The St. Lawrence passes through the whole length 
of the province in a north-east direction, and dis- 
charges itself into the gulf of St. Lawrence, by a 
mouth 90 miles wide. It is navigable for ships of 
the line 400 miles to Quebec, and for ships drawing 
14 feet water, to Montreal, 580 miles. 

Uttawas river rises in lake Temiscaming, or Tim- 
miskamain, in lat. 47° 30° N, long. 80° 40’ west ; and, 
running at first south-cast, and then cast, falls into 
the river St. Lawrence just above Montreal, after a 
course of 500 miles, during nearly the whole of which 
it forms the boundary between Upper and Lower 
Canada. The navigation is obstructed by numerous 
rapids, 

The Saguenay is a large river which rises in lake 
St. Jolin, in 48° 20’ N, lat, and 72° 30’ W. long. and 
falls into the St. Lawrence, in lat. 48° north. 

The St. Maurice falls into the St. Lawrence on 
the north side, at Trois Rivieres, about half way be- 
tween Quebee and Montreal. 

The Chaudiere falls into the St. Lawrence, six miles 
above Quebec, after a northerly course of 100 miles. 
It is not navigable, owing to numerous rapids and 
falls, of which the most remarkable are those four 
miles from its mouth. 


CLIMATE, SOIL, AND PRODUCTIONS, 


The climate is favourable to health in an eminent 
degree. eat and cold are indeed felt in their ex- 
tremes, but they are not oppressive. The cloud- 
less sky and pure dry air of winter make the cold 
both pleasant and healthful. No general descrip- 
tion will convey an adequate idea of the soil of Low- 
er Canada. In the part of the province south of the 
St. Lawrence, a triangular district, included between 
the St. Lawrence, the Chaudiere, and the parallel 
of 45° N, lat. consists of excellent land, laid out in 
townships, and in many parts settled and cultivated, 
which bids fair to become the most flourishing part 
of the province. From the Chaudiere to the sources 
of the St. John, the land is much broken, and of an 
indifferent quality. From the sources of the St. 
John to the gulf of St. Lawrence, the country has 
been but partially explored, but has every appcar- 
ance of sterility. On the north side of the St. Law- 
renee, a ridge of heights commences at the eastern 
extremity of the province, and runs along the mar- 
gin of the river, from 64° to 71° W. long. : it then 
leaves the river, and taking a south-west direction, 
strikes the Uttawas river, about 38 leagues above its 
confluence with the St. Lawrence; inclosing be- 
tween it and the two rivers a level, well-watered 
and beautiful country, On the north side of the 
ridge just described lies the remaining part of Low- 
er Canada, which has been so little explored that it 
is only known to be covered with immense forests, 
The principal productions are wheat and lumber. 


POPULATION, 


The population of Lower Canada has rapidly in- 
creased within a few years, In 1759, when it was 
conquered from the French, it was estimated at 
70,000 ; in 1775 it had only increased to 90,000 ; but 
in 1814 it amounted to 535,000, of whom 275,000 were 
descendants from the original French settlers: and at 
the end of 1825 the whole population appeared from 
a census to be 420,679. 


CHIEF TOWNS, 


Quedec is situated in lat, 46° 50’ N, and long. 71° 
10’ W. on the north-west side of the St. Lawrence, 
on a promontory formed by that river and the St. 
Charles. The ridge of land which terminates in this 
promontory runs trom east to west, and separates 
the rivers St. Lawrence and St. Charles. Its gene- 
ral breadth is from one to two miles. It ha’ cape 
Diamond, which rises boldly 345 feet above the level 
of the water, on the north; and across it, at the 
north-east or lower end, the town of Quebec is 
built. The fortifications, extending across the 
breadth of the peninsula, shut in the ground on 
which the city stands, the circuit of which is about 
2{ miles. The town is divided into two parts, the 
Upper and Lower. ‘The Lower town is situated im- 
mediately under cape Diamond, nearly on a level 
with the water. The Upper town is on the rock 
200 feet above, and the communication with the 
Lower town is maintained by a winding strait, at 
the top of which is a fortified gate. In its present 
state, Quebee may rank as a fortress of the first 
consequence: the citadel on the highest part of 
cape Diamond presents a formidable combination of 
powerful works, from which a strong wall, support- 
ed by batteries in ditferent places, runs to the edge 
of the precipice, along which it is continued to the 
gateway leading to the Lower town, which is de- 
fended by heavy cannon, and the approach to it up 
Mountain street both enfiladed and flanked by many 
guns of large calibre; thence a line of defence con- 
neets with the grand battery, a work of great strength, 
armed with a formidable train of 34 pounders, and 
commanding the basin and passage of the river St. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL, STATISTICAL, AND HISTORICAL MAP OF UPPER AND LOWER CANADA, AND THE OTHER 


BRITISH POSSESSIONS IN NORTH AMERICA. 
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CHIEF TOWNS, (continwed.) 


Lawrence, which is here only a mile wide. The basin of Quebec is very spacious, being sufficient to 
contain 100 sail of the line. The population of the city, in 1815, was estimated at 18,000. In 1825, 
it had increased to about 22,000, besides which there were about 8000 military and transient persons. 

Montreal, the second town of the province in size, but the first in commercial importance, is situated 
on the south side of the island of Montreal in the river St. Lawrence, which is navigable to this place 
for vessels drawing 14 feet water. ‘The harbour is not Jarge, but is always secure : the greatest disad- 
vantage is the rapid of St. Mary, about a mile below the town, the current of which is so powerful 
that without a strong north-east wind, ships cannot stem it, and are sometimes detained even for weeks, 
about two miles only from the place where they are to deliver their cargoes. The population of the 
town, in 1825, was estimated at 23,000. T'rois Rivieres, situated on the north bank of the St. Law- 
rence, at the mouth of the river St. Maurice, contains 2500 inhabitants, . 


COMMERCE. 


The principal exports consist of lumber, pot and pearl ashes, peltry, wheat, flour, Indian corn, 
pulse, salt provisions, fish, and other articles, which employ generally about 150,000 tons of shipping. 
In return are imported wines, teas, rum, sugar, molasses, coffee, tobacco, salt, coals, and British 
manufactures. In 1821, the amount of the imports of Lower Canada was 2,185,196 dollars. In 1825 
the imports were stated at upwards of one million of pounds sterling, and the revenue from the cus- 
toms = 120,000. 


RELIGION, 


The prevailing religion is the Roman Catholic, under the direction of two bishops, nine vicars ge- 
neral, and about 200 curates and missionaries. 
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GOVERNMENT. 


The government is under the direction of a governor, lieutenant-governor, executive council, and 
legislative council, who are appointed by the king; and a house of assembly, who are elected by the 
people. For the defence of both the Canadas, a regular military establishment is maintained by the 
British government, which was estimated, in 1815, at from 27,009 to 30,000 men. 
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UPPER CANADA. 


SITUATION, BOUNDARIES, AND DIVISIONS. 


Upper Canada is situated between 42° and 52° N. lat. and between 75° 30’ W. and indefinite 
boundaries to the westward. It is bounded north by the territory of the Hudson’s bay company ; 
north-east and east by Lower Canada ; south-cast and south by the United States; on the west and 
north-west no limits have been assigned to it. , ; by 

It is divided into eight districts, viz. the Eastern, Johnstown, Midland, Newcastle, Home, Niagara, 
London, and Western. These are again subdivided into 25 counties and 159 townships. The town- 
ships contain in all 9,694,400 acres, of which 3,000,000 are granted in free and common soccage, 
2,7 69,828 are reserved for the crown and clergy, and 5,924,572 still remain to be granted. z hese 
townships are laid out along the banks of the St. Lawrence, lake Ontariv, lake Erie, and lake St. 
Clair, and extend back fora distance varying from 40 to 50 miles. 
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LAKES AND RIVERS. 


Lakes Ontario, Erie, St. Clair, Huron, and Superior lie on the southern and western boundaries of 
the province. 

Nepissing lake, 36 miles long and 15 broad, discharges itself into the north side of lake Huron, 
through French river. 

Simcoe lake communicates with the eastern part of lake Huron, through Severn river. 

The Shallow lakes lie to the east of Lake Simcoe, and communicate through a short river with 
Rice lake. 

Rice lake discharges its water through Trent river into the bay of Quinti, which opens into lake 
Ontario near Kingston. 

Grand river isa large stream, which falls into lake Erie, near its eastern extremity. 

The Thames rises near the sources of Grand river, and flows south-west into lake St. Clair, 


SOIL AND CLIMATE. 


The soil throughout is scarcely excelled by any portion of North America. In the rear of the 
townships are large tracts of land stretching far to the north, covered with immense forests, and little 
known except to the Indians; but it has been ascertained that they contain much rich soil, The 
climate is salubrious, The winters are shorter and milder than in Lower Canada, and the spring 
opens usually from six weeks to two months earlier than at Quebec, 


POPULATION. - 


The population of Upper Canada has increased with great rapidity. In 1783 it did not exceed 
10,000 souls; in 1814 it was 95,000 ; in 1825 the number had increased to 211,713, It is composed 
principally of emigrants from the United States, and a few English, Irish, and Scotch. The most po- 


pulous and improved part of phercolaya iss ECTHB aks of the St, Lawrence and the eastern part of 
lake Ontario. “MAP Cott 
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UPPER CANADA, (Continued.) 


CHIEF TOWNS. 


Kingston, the largest town, is advantageously 
situated at the eastern extremity of lake Ontario. 
During the last 20 years it has attained to con- 
siderable mercantile importance. It is now the cen- 
tre of commerce between Montreal and all the set- 
tlements along the lakes to the westward. It pos- 
sesses one of the best harbours on the lake, and is 
the station of the British navy on lake Ontario, 
Ships of war of the first rate have been constructed 
here. Population between 2 and 5000. 

York, the capital, is situated on the north-west 
coast of Jake Ontario, and has an excellent harbour, 
formed by a large peninsula, and sufficiently capa- 
cious to contain a considerable fleet. Population 
between 2 and S000. 


GOVERNMENT. 


The government of Upper Canada is administered 
by a lieutenant governor, (who is almost always 9 
military officer,) a legislative council, an executive 
council, and a house of assembly. The legislative 
council consists of not less than seven members, who 
are appointed by mandamus from the king, and 
hold their seats, under certain restrictions, for life, 
The executive council is composed of six members. 
The house of assembly consists of 25 members, who 
are returned from their respective counties, and the 
duration of the assembly is limited to four years, 
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NOVA SCOTIA. 


SITUATION, BOUNDARIES, AND DIVISIONS, 


Nova Scotia is situated between 43° 30’ and 46° 
N, lat. and 61° and 66° W. long. It isa narrow pen- 
insula, more than 300 miles long, stretching from 
south-west to north-east. 

It is bounded north by the gulf of St Lawrence ; 
north-east by the island of Cape Breton, from which 
it is separated by the gut of Canso; west by the bay 
of Fundy ; north-west by the province of New Bruns- 
wick ; and on all other sides by the Atlantic Ocean. 
It is divided into nine counties, viz. Halifax, Hants, 
King’s, Annapolis, Shelburne, Queen’s, Lunenburg, 
Sydney, and Cumberland. 


SOIL. 


- The north-east part of the province presents a 
gloomy and barren aspect, but the counties to the 
south-west of Halifax, and along the bay of Fundy, 
have a rich soil, and produce good crops of grain. 


POPULATION. 


The population is estimated at above 100,000; 
the great body of the people are principally emi- 
grants from New England. After these the Scotch 
and Irish settlers are most numerous, 


CHIEF TOWNS, 


Halifax, the capital, is situated on the west side of 
Chebucto Bay, near the middle of the southern coast. 
It has a spacious and commodious harbour, of a bold 
and easy entrance, and open at all seasons of the 
year. Ifere 1000 of the largest ships might ride 
with safety. On the north side of the harbour ig the 
king’s navy yard, completely built, and supplied with 
stores of every kind for the royal navy. Population 
15,000. 

Liverpool, on the Atlantic coast, 45 miles south- 
west of Halifax, has considerable trade. 

Pictou, on the gulf of St. Lawrence, 100 miles 
north-east of Halifax, has a fine harbour, and exports 
great quantities of lumber, 

Windsor, 45 miles north-west of Halifax, has a 
college, which has been handsomely endowed by 
the legislature, 


RELIGION, 


The cstablished religion is that of the church of 
England. 


NEW BRUNSWICK. 


SITUATION AND BOUNDARIES. 


New Brunswick is situated between 45° 5’ and 
48° N. lat. and 64° 20/ and 67° 30/ W. long. It is 
bounded north by Lower Canada; east by the gulf 
of St, Lawrence; south-east by Nova Scotia and 
the bay of Fundy; and west by Maine and Canada, 


BAYS AND RIVERS, 


The principal bays are Passamaquoddy bay, which 
separates the province from Maine; the bay of Mundy, 
which separates it from Nova Scotia; Chignecto bay, 
which is an arm of the bay of Fundy ; and Miramichi 
and Chaleur bays, which communicate with the gulf 
of St. Lawrence. 

St, John’s river, the principal one in the province, 
rises In Maine, and, pursuing a circuitous course, 
enters New Brunswick, and discharges itself into 
the bay of Fundy. It is navigable for sloops 80 miles, 
and for boats 200. 

Miramichi river, which falls into Miramichi bay, 
is famous for its salmon fishery. 

[See Appendix: to this sheet. 
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